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BLOOMINGTON PONTIAC & JOLIST SL°CTRIC RAILWAY CO, 


FOREWARD 


This interurban railway was located entirely in Livingston,county, Illinois. It 


connected Pontiac,Odell & Dwight, a distance of 20 miles. The latter two towns owe 


their existance to the Chicago & Mississippi RR, Co, Both of the towns were found- 


ed by engineers who surveyed and constructed the steam railroad, 


Pontiac was named after an Indian chief, It was first settled in 1833. The town 


was platted in 1837 and a post office established here in 1838, It was incorporat- 


ed as a villace in 1856 and as a city in 1872. It is the county seat of Livingston 


county. The C&MRR was built in 1853-1854. The first passenger train thru Pontiac 


end Dwight ran on July 4,1854. The railroad brou 
The first bank was established in 1866, the Eer 


ght in people and the town frew, 


hotels and businesses soon came ine 


Pontiac Woolen Mills in 1867. Soon other railroads came. The Fairbury Pohtiac Ek 


Northwestern RR, Co,chartered March 7,1867 and started construction from Streator 


in 1869 and on March 22,1872 completed their 30-mile line from Streator, ?nntiac to 
Wabash 


Forest, It was acquired by the Chicago & Paducah Ry. Co.,then in 1880 to the Wab 


StLouis & Pacific RR, Co, ein 1889 to the Wabash RR, 


The Illinois Central RR, Co. on November 1,1878 completed a 70emile branch from 


Otto (4d miles below Kankakee) to Pontiac and Minnonk. 
city was mostly a business and 


A state prison was built at Pontiac in 1871. The 
population in 1910 was only 4,890. In 1920, 
was located on the ICRR on the nortrk 


commercial center, never very big, 


5,264. Most of what little industry there was 
side of town, included were the Spartan foundry, two shoe companies, a grain ele- 
ocated on the Alton and another grain elevator located o 

(Allen Candy) kW 
nterurban line was a candy factory located on 


vator which was 1 

Wabash, The only industry on the Z 
teet 

Wabash 9%. There were a couple of coal mines lo 


Zeen tho Cayuga was list<d in big letters on the tt's it was just an unincoroor 
ated hamlet ccnsisting of a grain elevator, a school md a cou-le of houses. 

Odell was named after Wm, H. Odell. It was platted in 1856, It is just a small 
PETTA community, Little industry other than a brick & tile works established 
inl è - 

Dwight was Dome: after Henry C. Dwight, a Ñ 
backers of the C&MRR, The town was platted in 


cated just north of the city. 
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ew York financier who was one of H 
1853, It's first residents were 
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-2% , bpèj 
d a watersank, In 1869 & 1870 the Ghi 
rator. Facilities at Dwight 


ra'iroad employes who tended the station an 


conc & Alton RR built a branch between Dwight and St 


cluded a small roundhouse. The Indiana Illinois & Iowa RR completed their line ! 


A wen Kankakee Dwight & Streator in 1881, The comunity was the home of the Kee: 


institute, founded in 1880 by Dr. Leslie E; Keeley, It was a rehabilitation hos} 


tal for alcoolics, It prospered beyond all expectations, the villege populatio: 


ccesged by 700, The Keeley buildings and the old Livingston hotel were sold in - 


to the federal government. They are now a VA hospital. 
ross Co,,founded in 1685 by J A Spenser, He invented a 


There was one large fact 


intom, the Spencer Hayp 
cescful hay press, The factory was closed in 1928. 
+_-PontiacaStreator passenger train on A 


1 December 6,1942. The road was söl 


The Wabash RR, took off their Forres 


7,1929. Mixed train service was offered unti 


the Norfolk & Western RR, in 1964, They tore up the branch in the 1970's, The T 
Minnok passenger train on November 1,1925 and the mixed train 


Pontiac, 21 miles, was abandoned on N 


discontinued the 


January,1942, The branch between Saxony & 
our 15,1977 by the To. between Pontiac & Flanagan, 12 miles, on Jamary 13,1 
(between Minnok & Flanagan, 11 miles on July 9,1880). On the main line passenge 


cav Lee 4a offered by Amtrak, however only one AM and one PM train stops at Pon 


In Dwight the NYC out back the passenger train to Kan 
8-1929. The mixad train to Streator and 


kakee on June 29,1930. 


They had a motor car on this run in 192 


was discontinued on January 17,1933. The Alton RR had d moter car (usually “17 


trailer 11) on trains 62 & 63 between Dwight & Peoria until January,1932. The G 


stteved mixed train service between Dwight & Washington until December,1951. Tr 


hine waa abandoned by the ICG about 1980. 
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The Bloomington Pontiac & Jolist Slectric Ry. Co. was chartered on December 


30, 1902 under the laws of Illinois. It was organized in Pontiac and built wi th 
ontiac men, with d, Ae 
Fred 

e Light “ Water Co, and Fedd Le Lucas as chief 


local cavital. It was vromoted principally by a group of P 


Carothers, president of the Pontia 


instigators. The intention was to operate an interurban line from Bloomington to 


Joliet comnecting at those termini with other ‘tnterurban lines. 


The incorporators were Carothers,Lucas,Jobn S, Murphy, Clark E., Logg. Me 


Legg, William F, Van Buskirk, Davia S, Myers, Edden M, Johnson & że C. Folsom,all 


of Pontiacs J McWilliams ,Jr., Odell, two Lexington men and one Bloomington man. 


Tre officers were 


The fi rst voard of cirectors were Carothers Murphy, the Leggs, Myers,Jobhnson, 
McWilliams, Joseph S. Covey and B. B., Harber. 


Work on construction the railroad began in 1904, The construction and engin- 


eering work was done by the Arnold Enginaering Co,, Chicago. The route paralleled 


the Chicago & Alton RR, for its entire length, except in towns where city streets 


were used, thés wes in Pontiac, Odell and Dwight. The line was single track with 


only a few sidings and turnouts. For the most part the track was level, the maxi- 


mum grade amounting to only 1%. The rail 


tions for all bridges were constructed of cement a 


All culverts under 2" were tile, those larger were of concrete and steel. The 


overhead was of the simolest possible nature similar to the design used by Be de 


Arnold on other properties. At first 4 double wire, ruming parallel with each 


other was used, doth were used for power and as feeders, however this was soon 


changed, one for power and the other as & feeder. Wooden poles were used except 
in Pontiac where they were of iron. 
Main ste 


The route in Pontiac was from the courthouse via Washington st, p Maknak tee 
botr 


Wabash av. & Aurora st. There was considerable aifficulty in crossing 


Wabash RR, ani the ICRR on the A edge of town, One car, the TWIGHT, was put in 


servic? on March 15, 1905 from the ICRR to Odell. Passengers were transfered in 


g were of ASCE standard, 701b. The founda- 


nd the girder work was of steel. 


| 
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a {ree bua to and from the courthouse, a distance of a mile, Considering circu 


otaness the road was doing good. Over 100 veovle were carried gn the first day 


ancl the average number for the next ten days was over 200 passenger per day, C 


Satucday l Sunday 
Murch 25 323 passengers were carried and on Marc 


The Wabash RR, crossing was solved when the city annexed this section, It w 


h 26, 551 were carried, 


platted, making sure that the interurban line ren down a street, Wabash Sg, e OI 


The ICRR was outside the city limits so this couldn't be worked heres 


Lou Ce, 
On April 19, 1905 the Illinois Railroad & Warehou 
The ICRR tracks were to be raised kt and the electric 


se Comhission issued an or 


in favor of the company. 


lina to pass underneath, The steam road to pay the cost of raising their grade 
the electric line the rest. All the injunction 


crossing was installed. The first car ran 


and condemnation sults in the 


Courts were dismissed, A "temporary" 


downtown on April 27, 1905 muck to the enyoyment of the people. The route was 


{i ned with well wishers. The underpass was never built, the temporary crossing 


It was 10.4 miles to Odell. Eight daily trips were made between 7 AM a 


led to reach Nolan's crossing in 13 minutes, Cayug 


gtayede 


7:45 PM, Each car was schedu 


lL minutes after that and another 13 minutes to get to Odell, total ruming tir 


a half hour. 


Construction was pushed onto to Dwight. Disaster struck just before the ex- 


breaking of 


temtion was due to open, On Thursday morning Jamary 25, 1906 the qcrankshaft 


and the bursting of 
sem the flywheel warst of the Kxmkiog engine at the powerhouse shut down 


the line, For several days the plant had been under heavy strain on account of 


the extraordinary loads at times caused by recent sleet storms, Ice and sleet 


problems at the facility. Without any 
, allowing the flywheel to 


was blamed for numerous short circuit 


waening tha crankshaft of the 500 hp engine snacped 


+wist in such a manner that it flew into pieces. Not only was the railway down 


but the plant was also the only source of power for the city, nobody had any 


, damage 
electricity. Over $5,000 damage was Jone to the equipment and building which 
was located on the Vermillion river in the city. 


red L, 
General manager Lucas got a lucky break, Westinghovse had an identical en- 


gine in stock at “heir main plant in P4ttsburgh., Service was resumed at noon 


eg bp J 


on Saturday February 17, 1906, This car ran thru to Dwight terminating in front 


of George Flager's corner. A special car was run in the morning for VIP's and 


other invited guests. The car DWIGHT left Pontiac at 3:20 and arrived at Dwight 


9:45. All along the lime people welcomed the car. The road owned a steam engine 


which was used in censtruction. Buring the shutdown this crew was out ballasting 


the Line. 


There was a right-of-way problem in Dwight. This was straightened out and 
( 


East) 30 
cars were run downtown on Main st, to Franklin st, begining Saturday June Së, 1906. 


After crossing the ICRR on the edze of Pontiac the right-of-way paralleled the 


Chicago & Alton RR, In Caygua it Geviated slightly going down what was suoppsed 
all 


to be Short st. but in fact was never improved at all, th? line was, for al 


practical purposes, still on private right-of-way. In Odell Wauparsie (Front) st. 


st. was usec. In Dwight the route turned away from the raiircad for & ways,going 


across east en? northeast to Columbus St., UP this street to the railroad again 


to Chippewa st. then over onto ain (East) st. up to Franklin st. in the heart 


of the business district. Generally speaking the cars ran evry two hours, eight 
daily trips were made. Running zime was an nour. 


Lucas resigned as general manager of the railroad and power company effective 


June Le 1906, He took a similar position in Joplin, Mo. His replacement was James 


H. Hessone 
The company built their own park, Interurban Park, just south cf Odell at the 


Nytaduct". A dance hall here attracted many persons. The baseball games played 


here also prought good patronage to the road, For awhile the steam road tried 


to keep the local business which they had had. They went to she extremes and 
car 
expense of putting on their own "interurban" car. It was a gas electric which 


they built themselves in their Bloomington shops, This car was put in service in 


. It just wasn't worth the bother. These runs were “4gcontinued in 


They still hed the thru business, running ne less than 13 trains in 


each direction. 


Cn Sunday 2venine August Uy 1907 the BP&J experienced one of the worst rail- 


road wrecks in "bg history of Livingston county. At 5:30 PM two cars left Pon- 


tiac crowded with people whe had boen in attendance at the ball game (Dwight We 


bp& J 


held in Rive 


b= 


>ontiac) and the chautauqua. The chautauqua assemblied wore 


playmg E 


yiew Park locat 


ed on the Vermillion river never the Wabash RR bridge. Thts chaut 


many ways and attracted peopls from all over. The 


as widely advertised in 
g up overnight during the chautaugua Sp 


gia Ww 
pak bacane the site of a town that sprun 
rged on the city at this time, almost doubling its 


Con. Hundreds of people conve 


population. 


Getting back to the wreck, the lead car made a stop at a crossing about one 


mile s outh of Odell. General manager Hessin was the motorman of the second car. 


on him, Four people were killed and a dozen otk 


Hessin claimed the brakes failed 
gers to ride the front vestibule wit 


Injure de It was against the rules for passon 


amme d 
guest full. The company at this 
At the 


4s occasion it was 


the motorman, however on th 
fictent to handle this crowd. 


time had only two cars, which were not suf 
shat Hessin was following 
Hessin, altho not killed, w: 


no the lead car too close, 


coroner's inquest it was ruled 


thut was why he was unable 
also hurt pretty bad, proken leg, 


to stop the car in time. 


internal injuries,etCe 
Bath cars had vestibule damage, both of which could be revaired but neverthe 


had to be taken 
Lo- 58 out of service. They had a contract with the post offics departmen™ ti 


on Sunday the steam 


lyesday afternoon August 7s 


enzine made the mail run ani on Mon: 


handle some pouch mail, 
1997 using 


an duto was ysed, Service was resumed on 


car ranted from the Illinois Traction system. 
by the Fisher syndicate of Jolt 


In Novemboy, J 1907 H th DAS any wes EE 


The new officers én wg Ae Fisher,president, De S, Meyers, vice president, J. K 


N ewballs BESSE Le D. ‘Rusher, treasurer and F, E. Fisher, general mana =r Th 


e H, A. Fisher, L. De Fisher, F, E. 
D, Se Myers,John 3. Murphy, A 


Fisher, Joliet, J. K. Newhall, d 


directors wer 
> M, Legg, ail of Pontiac and B. 


M. Raymond, Aurora, 
H ad or, Bloomington. 


The Fishers Geen to complete the r 
o # go into the express business 
Seng 


oad between. Bloomington and Joliet. Tr 
A freight motor we 


An 1908. Se 


Lrt thing they did de 
rt for ths company ,mi 


purchased for this purpose. The service mace & little prof 


and general morchandise was carried, To relieve overcrowiing on summer weekends 
oeh on other svecial occasions suchas the county fair, chautaugug, basedall geme: 


SÉ bp& J 


cwo trailers were purchased.in Sune, 1908, one of which was ready for the July tk 


roliday. 


The first thing the Fishers wanted to do was to extend Gi? road south to Bloom- 
Chenoa 


ington, At a public meeting held in Chenaa, 10 miles south of Pontiac, it was eX- 


plained to those present that the extension of the road south to Bloomington and 


north to Joliet would gess be conditional upor the people of the cities and towr 


thru which it passed subscribing for a certain percentage of the bonds of the com- 


panye President Fisher said that the time had passed when outside capital would 


come in, build new lines and take all the risk. He said it was customary for SS 


people along 4 proposed route to take from 25% to 40% of the stock. He estimated 


that this extension would cost $25,000 a mile, The proposed capitalsation of this 


road from Chenoa to Joliet was $2,500,00%. The road would be bonded at $20,000 pe: 


mile, The bonds were offered at 90g on the dollar and in addition Ae subscribers 


would be given 4 26% stock bonus. 


sed to begin construction to Chenoa, The first section was 


Enough money was ral 


opened July i, 1909. Track was completed in Pontiac via Washington st, south on 


Avision 


TxXzision st. across the Vermillion river to Lincoln st. and west cn Lincoln st. 


in front of the rison to the C&A trackSe Division 8". itself didn't cross the 


river, the company built théir own right-of-way ani a single track bridge. The 


interurban cars now bagan their runs from this point. The extension was about a 


mile. 
Work continued to Chenoa thru 1909 and into 1910. All the grading was c omplete 


along with the necessary culverts bri 'g83;95Ce It was ready for the installation 


of rails and overh:ad, however money ran out. 
le to sell their investdment to Insull in- 


The Fishers got lucky, they were ab 
The orice was 
terest in 1913. Insull was building his utility empire at this time. 
Nund>rstood” to have been $750,000, On March l, 
property of the BP&JER 


1913 the Public Service Company of Illinois took over the 


and the Pontiac Light & vater Co. 


In July, 1913 a ond hand city car was purchased in Chicago. It was put in ser 


vice on or about August Le 1913 in local servic? in Pontiac. The 2 mile run was 


business Lester res district to baesnemehesn=Linits of 


from the prison thru the 


~8- bpi. 
the LEES carhouse which was located on the northern edge of the city near the 
business 


Spartan: foundry anà the ICRR tracks, Except for the pbusniess district anc the 


Candy factory on the north give, the route was atrictly residential, The oar ' 


Gowwonly called the jitney because of its sé Cd fare, It was taken off in the 


Gummer of 1922, Service was maintained by the interurban cars to the prison o 


the {uterurban schedule, in other words every two hours and in some cases thr 


hours. They schedule had been changed scmewhat to provide an early 5:40 AH Ae 


parture and a very late car which didn't tack to Pontiac until 1:30 AM. The r 


could hardly have been profitable, even in the best year, 1917, it only au: CR, 
About 140 pepin passengers a day, 
an half of that, sbout 60, Full figures are: 


in the last full year of operation, 1921, 


avyvemge was less th 


1916 49,087 
1917 51,009 
1918 41,610 
1919 36,011 
1920 27,710 
1921 21,08) 
1922 13,714 


shert line traffic potential was very Limit: 


Ou 


Being just a rrth:r isolate 
At best it was just a marginal operation, in their tvo best yoars, vrofics Gr 
just a little over $4,000, hardly -nough vo justify tr: investm:nt. However £ 
was &a important factor in the lives of the persons livins in this area. Aker 


started in 1995 there were few automobiles ənd dusty paths served as the only 


roads, However it was 4 different story when the roads were saved, that was 3 


t any more need for the interurban rost 


Lat was needed, There certainly wasn! 
of 


Considering the Sgr population the rosd gave gcod service for 20 yoLcse 


here were times in bad we ther when tne cars Jicn!t run, Trey aim't 


cours: t 
snow equipment. The worst storm was on January 12-13,1918. A blizzard Sur 


Any 
county. 
the whole conn Pontiac was completely isolated for 60 hours, there was gz 


Ant over the railroad tracks at Cayuga. Tha BP2JeRy was own almost a week. 


Only 20,500 popl: wers transzorted in 1924 compared to over 182,000 in 1916. 


Om August 19, 1925 the 


zerv: 


PUG was asked permission to Ziscontinus th: zz 
k Certainly was no longer needed., The commission agreed ani gave {ts OK oa 
Tues day November 24, 1925. cn the following Saturday Movemcer 23, 1925 the l: 
car left Pontiac at 5:15 "H and returne? at 7:30 PM, Interurban personal were 
given other positions with the Public Service company. 


ine 


CARS 


f-ur motor oars, two passenger trailers and three miscel 


The road only owned 
tvered on February 3, 1925.6 I 


langors Cars. The first car, named DWIGHT, was tel 
ap built by American Car Cz., St.Louis (order #569). It 
Weight 58,000 


wasa DT suburban type © 
1 trucks with 34" wheels, e 


7% wide, seated 40 people, Brill 27E 
onsisted of y-GB604 motors but were replaced 


seme motor. 


i Long 
uy) 8" erën, 8" 
electrical equirpent originally ¢ 


which were tianstkent on imoroved yorsion of the 


. 7 « 
with GE605,motorss 
Car was equipped for 


4pnved with two £33 cylinder controllers. 


The gar was equ 
for this weve one CO switch, 


vithdr AC or TC operation, Only additions required 


one pormutating Si toi and five rheostates. 


the PONTIAC, was delivered on July 19, 
t was on exhibition at the Sta 


"pe second oar; 1905, It was similar 
as built as a demo 4n 1904. I 


+o she IWIGHT. It w 


Thay were numbered 201 & 202 vy the Fishers. 


Luis Louisiana Exposition. 
(251 & 252) 


{hs two trailers, purchase 
built about 1880, 45! Long, soating O psople, 


The city cirg,301, was purchased from the Chicago Rysa 


an old relic built by the american Car Co. 
ired 1906 by the 
3612" Lons 818" wice,12!2" hig 


1908 were old New York elevated cars 


weight 16,000 los? 


d in Junes 


Co, in Jwy, 1913. 1 


WAS 1895 to the Citizens Ry, 5t Loui 
became Mnitsd Rys of St Louis 1578. Acqu 
Co., their 3366, 1908 CRysCo, 3365. The car Was 


2-Was6 50 bp motors and ELL controls. 


seated 36, St, 21 trucks, 
freight motor except that it was purchased in 1908, 
s E ee m S few years 


on anc for a xh 


Chicaco Union Tractio 


No information on the 


ve was used in constructi terward on 


A steam locomoti 


Woek trains. No other tnfomaation on it. 


The 301 was burned in 1924 and the ot 
he RHS PSCo, Streator lines. 


hers after the abandonment in 1925.6 


It was #: 


In 1921 a ST city carf was leased from t 


This car was built by MeGuire-Cummings in 1912, it was 3010 long, 8'2" wide 


seated 30 people, weight 20,000. It was unsatisfactory anc was returnec, the 


rent was $1 a day. 
ELE AHA was orginally 3300v AC. Trat 


The IT ~ecatur-Bloomingten-Peorls 
why they were able to lease a cer from them aftar the wreck in 1997. 


-10- bp& j 
POWER 


The Ceneral Zlectric Co, was given the electrical contract, They employed a 


system in genral simila 
current was 


Ry. Co, in New York. The SIREIS-RRRSS 3300 volt AC. 
ater Co, For railway use G? installed a threes phase 25-cycle 


Power wag purchased from the 


Pontiac Light & * 


generator in this plant. No substations were needed even tho wight was 19 miles 


from the powerhouse, When the PSCofNL switched over to 60-cycle in 1915 the line 


pressure was dropped to 22800 volts AC. 
FINANCIAL 


Capital stock, authorized det ket $100,000, outstanding #95,500;par 


$100. Funded SEH First mortgage 5% gold bonds, authorized $2,500,000, outstand~ 
$390 


300 
ing in 1912 - ; dated September l, 1905, due Sept. T, 19355 denomination 


$1, 000 


The Chicago Joliet & StLouis Ble otric Ry. was chartered in December, 1909 by 


the Fishers. Capital stock, BFF 7,000, 000. 


* Southern Traction Co. (operated petween Aurora, Joliet & Chicago Heights), the 


Bloomington Pontiac & Jolist Electric Rye Co, and the Chicago Jolfet & Central 


Illinoig, RRS a company incorporated £0 vonstmitt & Line’ “from. the i lage of 
f If built 


Metropolitan West Side Zlevated AR. Co. to Joliet. ioscan the ‘ayetom 


would! ve, ageregates 226 miles extondiug from Chicago ‘to Bloomington, connecting 


with the ITS here. This company muaranteéd the | interest -of bonds of the ‘BP&JERY 


and the JuSTrCo. “Interest. of the BP&JERyOo: “had 3 
maturity and interest from March- i, 1916 by the 


never ‘been: patas “The ‘bonds were 


guaranteed - as to prinoipal at 


PSCofNi. They also owned all "the stack. No “dividends were ‘aver paid. 


It controlled and operated the Joliet 


{ 
t 
f 
| 


r to that used on the Ballston division of the Schenectady 


dpe J 
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